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	Purpose


	Responsible on behalf of Senate for setting and maintaining the academic standards of University awards.

	Main responsibilities 

 
	1. To review the effectiveness of policies within the Quality Assurance Framework and recommend to Senate such changes as appropriate;
2. To consider and approve new and revised framework/ programme proposals for development in relation to the University’s overall academic profile and strategic objectives;
3. To maintain an overview of the University’s framework/ programme evaluation activity and processes and to ratify the outcomes from the approval processes;

4. To maintain University oversight of issues arising from the  annual framework/programme monitoring process through the Faculty Quality Reports and approve and act upon such reports, including the referral of matters to the Education and Student Experience Committee as appropriate;

5. To consider and act upon management information data and statistics, including that arising from the annual monitoring process to ensure the  maintenance of academic standards and to refer matters to the Education and Student Experience Committee as appropriate;

6. To consider and act upon on matters reported by other University Committees which may jeopardise the maintenance of academic standards;

7. To maintain University oversight of the management of quality assurance and enhancement responsibilities within Faculties through the Faculty Quality Audit process and to monitor the resulting action plans;
8. To consider and approve proposals for new collaborative partnerships with reference to the University’s collaborative provision strategy and to approve outcomes of Institutional Approval visits;
9. To maintain an overview of academic standards and quality within partnership provision including approval and monitoring of outcomes of Partner Review and receipt of Partnership Board minutes;
10. To make recommendations to Senate on policies and regulations for the admission and  assessment of students including postgraduate research degree students;
11. To consider nominations for the appointment of External Examiners and Examiners of research degrees and to ratify the outcomes of the approval process on behalf of Senate;

12. To consider the termination of any External Examiner appointment on behalf of Senate;

13. To monitor and act upon External Examiners’ reports;
14. To monitor and act upon Professional, Statutory and Regulatory Body reports and activity;
15. To approve nominations to the Quality Assurance and Enhancement Group.

	Duration 
	Permanent


	Chair


	Deputy Vice-Chancellor 

	Deputy Chair


	To be nominated by the Chair

	Management and Support 


	Secretary: Head of Academic Quality 
Clerk: Representative from the Academic Quality Team


	Membership


	1. Vice-Chancellor (Ex-officio)

2. Head of Academic Services
3. President of the Students’ Union

4. Vice-President (Education) of the Students’ Union

5. General Manager of the Students’ Union

6. Up to two members of Senate nominated by the Chair of Senate 
7. Up to three Members of the Professoriate (to be appointed by the Vice-Chancellor)

8. Deputy Deans – Education and Professional Practice  

9. Director of Marketing & Communications or nominee
10. Head of Academic Quality 

It is at the discretion of the Chair to require the presence of particular individuals for any given discussion.  

	Board Observers
	Up to two observers from the University Board nominated by the Chair of the University Board


	Quorum


	50% + 1 

	Usual Number of Meetings


	Five per year


	Reporting Line


	Senate



	Minutes


	Senate / University Board for information

	Sub-committees


	Partnership Boards

International & UK Partnerships Committee
Faculty Academic Standards Committee 

Quality Assurance Standing Group


	Publication 
	Non-confidential confirmed minutes are routinely published



	Notes
	Where variation in roles and titles exist within Faculties, the Executive Dean of the relevant Faculty should nominate an appropriate person to undertake the membership role.
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